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QUARTERLY  COMMUNICATION. 

Held  at  Philadelphia,  June  5,  A.D.  1893,  A.L.  5895. 


The  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Master  Brother 
Matthias  H.  Henderson  addressed  Grand  Lodge  as 
follows : 

The  saddest  duty  which  as  Grand  Master  I  have 
been  called  upon  to  perform  is  to  announce  to  you  the 
death  of  Bight  Worshipful  Past  Grand  Master  Brother 
Bichard  Vaux,  which  occurred  at  his  residence  in 
this  city  on  the  22d  of  March  last.  When  I  received 
the  telegram  apprising  me  of  the  event  it  was  a  great 
shock  to  me,  as  it  was  the  first  intimation  I  had  of  his 
illness.  I  had  spent  an  hour  with  him  in  his  office 
about  two  weeks  previously,  and  left  him  apparently  in 
the  best  of  health  and  spirits,  little  thinking  I  would 
never  see  him  again.  Brother  Ataux  was  a  member  of 
this  Grand  Lodge  about  fifty  years  and,  aside  from  the 
elective  offices  he  filled,  served  on  many  of  its  impor¬ 
tant  committees.  He  was  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Correspondence  about  twenty-five  years,  and  his 
fame  as  a  Masonic  jurist  was  not  bounded  by  the  shores 
of  this  continent.  He  was  also  prominent  in  the  social, 
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improving  and  continuing  the  works  in  which  he  was 
engaged.  All  the  bodies  of  which  he  was  a  member 
felt  the  impress  of  his  individuality.  He  did  not  con¬ 
tent  himself  with  simply  following  others,  but  he  led 
them ;  holding  fast  to  that  which  was  good  wherever 
it  was  found,  while  he  was  quick  to  discover  that  which 
was  bad,  and  to  suggest  plans  for  correcting  evils  and 
substituting  good  forms  in  their  place. 

Brother  Vaux  came  of  Quaker  stock,  and,  notwith¬ 
standing  the  opposition  of  the  members  of  that  re¬ 
ligious  society,  he  at  an  early  day  conceived  a  favorable 
opinion  of  our  ancient  and  honorable  institution,  and 
freely  and  voluntarily  offered  himself  as  a  candidate 
for  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Freemasonry. 

Brother  Vaux  was  made  a  Mason  at  sight  by  Bight 
Worshipful  Grand  Master  Joseph  B.  Chandler, 
although  the  records  of  the  Grand  Lodge  made  from 
the  returns  of  Lodge  No.  3  state  that  he  was  initiated 
in  that  Lodge  on  December  20, 1842.  The  truth,  how¬ 
ever,  as  shown  by  the  minutes  of  Lodge  No.  3,  is  that 
at  a  meeting  of  that  Lodge  held  on  November  15, 
1842,  a  petition  was  received  from  Brother  Bichard 
Vaux,  Becorder  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  age 
twenty-six,  residence,  59  South  Seventh  Street.  This 
petition  was  duly  referred  to  a  committee.  The  Lodge 
met  again  on  December  20,  1842,  but  the  minutes  do 
not  show  that  Brother  Vaux  was  present,  and  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  following  report  of  the  Committee  of  Inquiry, 
his  presence  was  not  necessary  : 


“  The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  Richard  Vaux,  an  applicant  for  initiation  and 
membership,  respectfully  report  that  they  have  dili¬ 
gently  discharged  the  duty  assigned  them ;  and  further 
respectfully  report  that  the  Right  Worshipful  Grand 
Master,  in  pursuance  of  the  powers  and  authorities  in 
him  vested,  conferred  upon  the  candidate  the  first 
degree  in  Freemasonry.  Your  Committee  therefore 
recommend  him  as  worthy  of  membership ;  when  he 
was  balloted  for  and  unanimously  approved  of  to  be¬ 
come  a  member  of  this  Lodge.” 

He  was  in  due  course  crafted  in  Lodge  No.  3  on 
January  17,  1843,  and  raised  to  the  sublime  degree  of 
a  Master  Mason  on  February  21,  1843. 

He  resigned  from  Lodge  No.  3  on  January  16, 1844, 
for  the  purpose  of  affiliating  with  Union  Lodge,  No.  121, 
and  was  elected  a  member  of  that  Lodge  on  February 
23,  1844.  At  the  same  meeting  he  was  elected  Senior 
Warden  of  Lodge  No.  121,  and  at  the  next  annual 
election,  on  St.  John’s  Day  of  that  year,  he  was  elected 
the  Worshipful  Master  of  the  Lodge  and  served  during 
the  following  Masonic  year.  After  he  became  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Grand  Lodge  he  at  once  became  prominent 
in  its  councils.  He  served  as  a  Steward  of  the  Stephen 
Girard  Charity  Fund,  as  Junior  Grand  Deacon,  as 
Senior  Grand  Deacon,  and  on  December  1,  1862,  he 
was  elected  Right  Worshipful  Junior  Grand  Warden, 
serving  in  that  station  the  usual  time,  two  years,  being 
advanced  on  December  5,  1864,  to  the  station  of  Right 
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Worshipful  Senior  Grand  Warden,  and  on  December 
3,  1866,  to  that  of  Right  Worshipful  Deputy  Grand 
Master.  His  predecessor,  Brother  John  L.  Goddard, 
haying  died  on  July  15,  1867,  Brother  Vaux  acted  as 
Grand  Master  during  the  remainder  of  that  year,  and 
was  elected  to  that  office  to  serve  for  the  two  Masonic 
years  beginning  on  St.  John’s  Day,  1867  and  1868. 

It  was  during  his  administration  as  Grand  Master, 
on  June  24,  1868,  that  the  corner-stone  of  the  present 
Masonic  Temple  was  laid,  with  proper  Masonic  cere¬ 
monies.  He  lived  to  see  the  building  completed,  occu¬ 
pied  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  the  large  debt  incurred 
in  its  erection  reduced  to  its  present  comparatively  small 
amount.  On  his  retirement  from  the  station  of  Right 
Worshipful  Grand  Master,  he  was  appointed  a  member 
of  the  Committee  on  Appeals,  becoming  its  Chairman 
on  December  27,  1877,  and  continuing  in  that  position 
down  to  the  time  of  his  death.  He  also  served  for  two 
years  on  the  Committee  on  Landmarks.  The  most  im¬ 
portant  position  he  occupied  in  this  Grand  Lodge,  and 
the  one  which  has  given  him  the  most  reputation  and 
done  more  for  the  Craft  throughout  the  entire  Masonic 
world,  is  that  of  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Corre¬ 
spondence.  This  gave  him  the  world  of  Freemasonry 
for  a  field,  and  enabled  him,  by  his  superior  knowledge, 
wisdom,  and  strong  will,  to  bring  about  a  harmony  in 
thought  and  action  which  is  so  necessary  in  an  insti¬ 
tution  composed  of  many  sovereign  Grand  Lodges. 
Having  no  superior  to  command  them,  the  only  way 
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to  bring  about  the  harmonious  relations  which  now 
exist,  is  by  the  free  use  of  the  vigorous  pens  of  the 
Chairmen  of  the  Committees  on  Correspondence  of  the 
several  Grand  Lodges.  Among  all  these  chairmen,  I 
may  say,  without  derogating  from  any,  that  no  one  of 
them  has  been  the  superior  of  Brother  Yaux,  or  had 
more  influence  in  the  Craft,  or  had  his  just  claims  to 
high  and  honorable  position  among  them  admitted  by 
all.  He  was  first  appointed  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Correspondence  on  St.  John’s  Hay,  December,  1857, 
and  continued  until  St.  John’s  Day,  December  27,  1862, 
on  which  day  he  took  his  station  as  Bight  Worshipful 
Junior  Grand  Warden.  On  December  27,  1875,  he 
was  again  appointed  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Correspondence,  and  continued  to  hold  that  appoint¬ 
ment  until  the  time  of  his  death,  so  that  he  served  in 
that  important  position  nearly  twenty-five  years. 

Some  idea  of  the  volume  of  Masonic  work  done  by 
Brother  Yaux  as  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Cor¬ 
respondence,  may  be  formed  from  the  report  of  that 
Committee  for  the  year  ending  St.  John’s  Day,  1894, 
which  contained  three  hundred  and  thirty-nine  pages. 
In  that  report,  as  in  his  former  reports,  Brother  Yaux 
thoroughly  digested  the  proceedings  of  the  several 
Grand  Lodges,  expressing  his  agreement  with  most  of 
the  work  which  was  done,  and  his  disapproval,  in  plain 
Masonic  language,  of  such  acts  as  he  considered  un- 
Masonic.  The  labor  bestowed  by  Brother  Yaux 
annually  in  the  consideration  of  the  reports  of  the 
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various  Grand  Lodges  may  be  truly  styled  the  work  of 
a  year.  He  read  the  various  reports  as  he  received 
them,  marked  such  parts  as  required  notice,  and  then 
wrote  out  his  views  by  his  own  hand,  thus  adding 
laborious  physical  to  intense  mental  labor.  It  is  doubt¬ 
ful  whether  this  Grand  Lodge  will  ever  again  be 
honored  by  a  member  who  will  possess  the  knowledge, 
the  disposition,  and  the  ability,  and  who  will  give  the 
time  required  to  make  so  exhaustive  a  research  and 
comparison  of  the  views  of  the  different  Grand  Lodges, 
as  this  Grand  Lodge  was  annually  favored  with,  in  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Correspondence  written  by 
Brother  Yaux.  There  is,  however,  this  satisfaction, 
which  the  Brethren  have,  notwithstanding  the  great 
loss  they  have  suffered,  and  that  is  that  nearly  all  of 
the  important  questions  upon  which  Grand  Lodges 
differed  have  been  thoroughly  discussed  and  union 
obtained  on  many  of  them,  while  the  differences  are 
plainly  marked  and  fully  understood  on  both  sides. 

One  of  the  most  difficult  and  occasionally  exasper¬ 
ating  questions  was  that  which  concerned  the  status  of 
a  rejected  applicant.  Brother  Yaux  vigorously  sup¬ 
ported  the  law  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  that  a  rejection 
cannot  be  removed  except  by  the  Lodge  which  made 
it,  or,  to  put  the  phrase  in  short  form,  that  a  rejection 
is  perpetual  and  can  be  removed  only  by  the  Lodge 
in  which  it  was  made.  There  can  be  no  doubt  of  the 
consistency  of  this  view.  He  insisted  upon  it  stren¬ 
uously,  and  this  Grand  Lodge  has  on  frequent  oc- 
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casions  enforced  it.  The  regulations  of  other  Grand 
Lodges  are  that  an  objection  shall  cease  to  be  of  any 
effect  at  a  certain  time  after  it  is  made,  as  six  months, 
a  year,  or  other  length  of  time.  The  power  of  these 
Grand  Lodges  to  make  and  enforce  a  regulation  of  that 
kind  was  admitted,  although  Brother  Vaux  strenuously 
denied  the  Masonic  lawfulness  of  such  a  rule.  With 
two  such  rules  prevailing  conflicts  are  unavoidable,  but 
the  remedy  has  been  easy  to  find  and  as  easy  to  apply. 
It  is  now  the  established  rule  of  this  Grand  Lodge  that 
if  any  person  has  been  rejected  by  any  Lodge  under 
its  jurisdiction,  and  shall  afterwards  be  approved  and 
initiated  in  a  Lodge  of  another  jurisdiction  without 
having  the  objection  removed,  neither  this  Grand 
Lodge  nor  any  of  its  subordinate  Lodges  will  give 
Masonic  recognition  to  the  person  thus  initiated.  Con¬ 
troversies  concerning  the  application  of  this  remedy  by 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania  have  arisen  and 
have  been  always  settled  to  the  satisfaction  of  this 
Grand  Lodge.  We  deny  no  powers  of  other  Grand 
Lodges,  and  we  will  not  suffer  our  law  to  be  violated 
with  impunity. 

Another  question  frequently  discussed  was  that  of 
public  installations.  It  is  well  known  that  this  Grand 
Lodge  has  always  firmly  declared  that  none  of  the 
work  of  the  Lodge-room  shall  be  done  in  public.  Upon 
this  point  Brother  Vaux  wrote  frequently  and  forci¬ 
bly,  pointing  out  the  differences  between  public  cere¬ 
monies  done  by  a  Lodge,  such  as  laying  the  corner- 
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stone  of  a  building,  and  the  secret,  and  therefore 
mysterious  work  of  a  Lodge,  as  a  Lodge,  in  a  Lodge- 
room.  The  taste  for  public  display  was  no  doubt 
generated  by  the  public  exhibitions  of  other  bodies, 
which,  although  composed  of  Masons,  were  not  part  of 
the  original  body  of  Freemasonry,  which  we,  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  are  taught  ends  at  the  seventh  or  Royal  Arch 
degree ;  and  while  this  Grand  Lodge  disclaims  any 
intention  of  derogating  from  any  other  bodies  any  of 
the  rights,  privileges,  forms,  and  ceremonies  which  they 
possess  and  practise,  yet  this  Grand  Lodge  insists  that 
those  forms,  practices,  and  ceremonies  which  are  of  a 
public  nature,  do  not  belong  to  the  original  plan  of 
Freemasonry,  and  that  this  Grand  Lodge  will  not 
suffer  itself  to  be  misled  into  following  those  practices 
which  pertain  exclusively  to  other  bodies,  of  which  the 
public  installation  of  officers  is  one  of  the  most  con¬ 
spicuous.  Likewise  Brother  Vaux  insisted  that  the 
law  of  this  Grand  Lodge  did  not  countenance  public 
parading  in  frequent  and  promiscuous  public  cere¬ 
monies.  He  insisted  that  it  was  the  secrecy  and  ex¬ 
clusiveness  of  Masonic  bodies  which  invested  them 
with  their  mystery,  and  secured  and  maintained  that 
position  in  the  community  which  made  Freemasonry 
dignified  and  respected  everywhere.  This  Grand 
Lodge  owes  much  to  Brother  Vaux  for  the  position 
which  it  holds  in  the  community,  and  it  was  by  his 
resolution  and  emphatic  protest  against  public  displays 
that  he  aided  in  creating  and  preserving  that  position. 
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The  Grand  Representative  System  was  another  mat¬ 
ter,  which,  although  of  comparatively  modern  growth, 
was  soon  discovered  by  Brother  Vaux  to  be  fraught 
with  danger  to  the  harmony  which  should  exist 
between  the  Grand  Lodges,  by  creating  disputes  and 
contentions  upon  mere  questions  of  etiquette,  which 
did  not  affect  the  Landmarks  of  Freemasonry  or  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  the  Brethren. 

In  his  report  made  in  December,  1861,  Brother 
Vaux  said,  “We  take  leave  most  respectfully  to  sug¬ 
gest  that  a  system  of  permanent  grand  representation 
between  any  of  the  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Lodges 
of  the  United  States  and  the  various  Right  Wor¬ 
shipful  Grand  Lodges  of  Europe  may  be  of  doubtful 
propriety.  Of  this  system  itself  we  are  by  no  means 
an  advocate.  Representation  of  one  Grand  Lodge  to 
another  in  special  cases  and  for  particular  purposes  is 
no  doubt  Masonic  and  beneficial.  Then  the  object  to 
be  attained  is  special,  the  duty  circumscribed,  the  re¬ 
sponsibility  fixed.  In  such  cases  we  believe  good 
may  be  produced.  But  a  representation  without  object 
or  purpose,  only  to  co-relate  jurisdictions,  to  mark 
Masonic  respect,  to  indicate  friendly  relations  between 
Grand  Lodges,  is  not  essential  to  Masonic  interest,  to 
say  the  least.” 

Controversies  concerning  the  persons  who  should  be 
appointed  representatives,  and  the  right  to  object  to 
them,  led  to  strained  relations  between  several  Grand 
Lodges.  This  Grand  Lodge  suffered  but  little  in  this 
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respect;  but  it  did  have  at  least  one  unpleasant  epi¬ 
sode,  and,  for  the  purpose  of  avoiding  any  more,  it 
was  resolved  that  the  system  should  be  abolished,  so 
far  as  this  Grand  Lodge  is  concerned.  This  action 
was  taken  with  the  approval,  advice,  and  assistance 
of  Brother  Vaux.  It  was  thought  that  the  system 
brought  no  advantages  in  return  for  the  perils  to 
which  it  subjected  the  entire  Craft  throughout  the 
world. 

While  Brother  Vaux’s  affections  were  set  altogether 
upon  the  Grand  Lodge  and  its  mission  and  work, 
yet  he  was  a  member  of  other  Masonic  bodies,  and 
interested  in  their  welfare.  He  was  a  member  of 
Harmony  Chapter,  No.  52,  having  received  the 
Capitular  Degrees  on  September  24,  1846.  By  virtue 
of  his  office  as  Past  Grand  Master,  he  was  also  a 
member  of  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  Chapter.  He 
was  also  a  member  of  Philadelphia  Commandery,  No. 
2,  Knights  Templar,  having  been  knighted  on  Novem¬ 
ber  16,  1855. 

Besides  his  incessant  labors  as  Chairman  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  of  Correspondence,  he  was,  for  several  years 
prior  to  his  death,  the  leading  editorial  writer  of  The 
Keystone ,  the  only  Masonic  paper  published  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  this  Grand  Lodge.  Brethren  who 
have  had  the  pleasure  of  reading  his  articles,  could 
hardly  fail  to  know  who  wrote  them  ;  they  were  so 
original,  bold,  independent,  and  convincing. 

Brother  Vaux  was  a  member  of  the  Bar  Associa- 
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tion  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  and  also  a  member 
of  the  American  Bar  Association,  serving  in  high 
offices  in  the  latter  body.  He  was  always  present  at 
gatherings  of  lawyers,  and  was  the  centre  of  a  witty, 
bright,  and  intellectual  company  of  conversationalists. 

He  was  also  prominent  in  public  politics,  and  held 
several  important  jiublic  offices.  Immediately  upon 
his  admission  to  the  bar,  and  before  he  was  of  full 
age, — that  is,  in  April,  1837, — he  was  sent  to  London 
as  a  bearer  of  despatches  to  the  American  Minister, 
the  Honorable  Andrew  Stevenson.  On  his  arrival 
there  he  was  made  a  member  of  the  legation,  and 
after  a  short  term  of  service  he  resigned  to  visit  the 
continent  of  Euroj^e,  and  returned  to  his  native  land 
in  1839.  He  was  Recorder  of  the  city  of  Philadel¬ 
phia  for  seven  years,  commencing  in  1841,  and  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Controllers  of  the  public 
schools.  He  was  an  Inspector  of  the  Eastern  State 
Penitentiary  from  January,  1842,  until  the  time  of 
his  death,  serving  over  fifty-three  years  in  that  im¬ 
portant  position,  during  which  time  he  wrote  more 
literature  on  the  subject  of  prison  management  than 
perhaps  any  other  person  who  lias  written  on  that 
subject. 

He  was  also  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Directors 
of  Girard  College  from  1858  to  1866,  and  from  1884 
until  the  time  of.  his  death.  In  all  these  public 
bodies  he  took  the  deepest  interest  in  their  affairs, 
and  gave  an  active  and  efficient  service,  leaving  an  im- 
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press  upon  them  which  will  not  soon  be  forgotten.  He 
was  Mayor  of  the  city  from  May,  1856,  for  two  years, 
and  announced  views  concerning  the  proper  form  of 
municipal  government,  which  he  enforced  by  his 
speeches  and  writings,  and  he  lived  to  see  them 
adopted  nearly  thirty  years  afterwards  in  the  present 
city  charter.  He  served  in  the  United  States  Congress 
in  the  years  1890  and  1891,  and  was  a  conspicuous 
member  of  that  august  and  honorable  assembly. 

He  was  taken  from  us  at  a  time  when  his  mental 
vigor  was  unimpaired,  although  he  had  reached  the 
ripe  age  of  more  than  seventy-eight  years.  During  all 
his  life  he  was  active,  vigilant,  and  industrious,  and 
when  principles  were  at  stake,  firm  and  combative. 
As  I  have  before  said,  this  Grand  Lodge  has  been 
honored  in  the  one  hundred  and  sixty-five  years  of  its 
existence  with  Grand  Masters  who  were  learned,  able, 
and  active  in  the  dissemination  of  Masonic  light,  but 
no  one  of  them  has  shed  more  lustre  upon  this  Grand 
Lodge  and  Freemasonry  in  general,  than  him  whose 
death  we  so  much  lament  and  whose  memory  we  now 
celebrate. 


Brother  William  B.  Hackenburg  said, — 

After  the  eloquent  tribute  from  Bight  Worshipful 
Past  Grand  Master  Arnold,  it  might  be  considered 
presumption  to  add  anything  to  his  beautiful  picture  of 
the  life  and  services  of  our  lamented  Brother  Yaux, 
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but  an  association  of  more  than  fifteen  years  prompts 
me  in  offering  a  word  to  the  memory  of  one  whom  I 
esteemed  and  admired  far  beyond  the  ordinary  ties  of 
friendship.  During  that  long  period  I  was  frequently 
in  his  company ;  there  was  always  something  to  be 
learned  from  his  great  fund  of  thought  and  knowledge, 
and  each  time  it  seemed  as  if  there  was  some  new 
quality  in  Brother  Vaux  to  admire.  He  possessed  a 
most  lovable  disposition,  and  an  irresistible  magnetism 
that  endeared  him  to  his  friends  and  associates.  His 
great  labors  for  the  Masonic  World  were  of  the  highest 
value,  and  were  always  attended  with  important  results 
to  the  great  body  of  Masons,  but  to  this  Grand  Lodge 
his  work  on  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  and  his 
services  on  the  Committee  on  Appeals,  upon  which  he 
served  twenty-five  years,  eighteen  of  which  he  was  its 
Chairman,  were  invaluable ;  he  had  but  one  conception 
of  right,  justice,  and  mercy;  he  was  ever  ready  and 
fearless  in  their  advocacy  when  worthily  deserved ;  he 
gave  every  case  that  came  to  the  Committee,  no  matter 
how  great  or  trivial  the  cause,  his  earnest  thought, 
sound  and  mature  judgment.  He  knew  but  one  Ma¬ 
sonry,  that  was  traditional  Masonry  pure  and  simple, 
as  it  has  been  handed  down  to  us  from  generation  to 
generation,  with  all  its  ancient  usages,  customs,  and 
Landmarks.  He  was  the  inveterate  foe  of  innovations 
of  every  kind ;  he  fought  them  with  his  well-known 
vigor  and  earnestness. 

Our  Bight  Worshipful  Brother  Arnold  has  given 
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us  such  a  complete  history  of  his  Masonic  life  and  his 
great  work  in  the  cause  to  which  he  was  so  ardently 
attached,  that  no  word  can  be  uttered  that  would  not 
now  be  superfluous. 

Let  us  endeavor  to  emulate  the  example  of  the  well- 
spent  life  of  our  dear  Brother  by  an  adherence  to 
Ancient  Masonry,  by  the  practice  of  right  and  justice 
to  all  men,  and  by  #the  faithful  performance  of  our 
duties  of  citizenship ;  then  we  can  always  proudly  say 
we  are  following  the  Masonry  of  Richard  Yaux. 

Brother  Hackenburg  read  resolutions  adopted  by 
the  Committee  on  Appeals  expressing  their  regard  and 
respect  for  their  late  Chairman  Brother  Yaux,  and 
also  read  the  following  letter  from  Brother  George  W. 
Guthrie  : 


Pittsburgh,  May  28,  1895. 

My  dear  Sir  and  Brother  : 

I  am  sorry  that  I  will  not  be  able  to  be  present  at  the 
meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Appeals,  called  for  Wed¬ 
nesday,  June  5,  1895.  I  would  like  to  attend,  so  as 
to  join  with  the  other  members  in  paying  a  personal 
tribute  to  the  memory  of  our  deceased  Brother  Past 
Grand  Master  Richard  Vaux.  None  who  knew  him 
loved  and  esteemed  him  more  highly  than  I  did,  and 
no  one  will  cherish  his  memory  longer  and  more 
lovingly  than  I  will. 

Every  member  of  the  Fraternity,  not  only  in  Penn- 
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sylvania,  but  throughout  the  world,  owes  a  debt  of 
gratitude  to  Brother  Vaux.  He  loved  the  Fraternity 
with  a  sincere  love,  and  gave  to  its  service  a  learning 
and  ability  which  was  certainly  not  excelled,  if  equalled, 
by  any.  Wise  in  judgment,  sincere  in  purpose,  and 
fearless  in  the  assertion  and  defence  of  his  convictions, 
he  had  acquired  and  deserved  the  trust  and  confidence 
of  all. 

Let  his  judgments  and  decisions  stand  as  his  memo¬ 
rial  :  no  better  one  can  be  found. 

Fraternally  yours, 

GEO.  W.  GUTHRIE. 

Grand  Chaplain  Brother  Henby  S.  Getz  said, — 

Right  Worshipful  Grand  Master,  there  are  occasions 

i 

when  the  voice  fails  to  give  utterance  to  the  feelings  of 
the  heart,  and  such,  I  desire  to  say,  is  my  experience  at 
the  present  time.  But  having  known  Brother  Past 
Grand  Master  Vaux  for  many  years,  and  having  been 
honored  by  him  twenty-six  years  ago  last  St.  John’s 
Day  by  an  appointment  as  Grand  Chaplain  of  the 
Grand  Lodge,  which  position  has  been  perpetuated  to 
the  present  by  those  who  have  succeeded  him  in  office, 
it  seems  eminently  proper  for  me  to  say  a  few  words 
about  him.  I  do  not  want  to  shed  a  tear  at  his  death, 
for,  as  we  believe  in  the  resurrection  of  the  dead,  I 
would  rather  plant  a  sprig  of  acacia  on  his  grave  as  an 
outward  and  visible  sign  and  token  of  the  immortality 
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which  by  and  by  will  be  shared  by  him  and  us  alike, 
supplanting  the  separation,  with  its  poignant  grief,  that 
comes  alike  to  all. 

“  An  honest  man  is  the  noblest  work  of  God.”  Such 
was  Brother  Vaux.  Firm  in  the  right,  true  to  his 
convictions,  unswerving  in  his  maintenance  of  the 
Ancient  Landmarks  of  the  Fraternity,  planting  himself 
against  the  everlasting  rock  of  truth,  to  each  and  every 
assailant  that  approached  him  he  could  say,  in  the  lan¬ 
guage  of  one  of  Sir  Walter  Scott’s  heroes, — 

“  Come  one,  come  all, 

This  rock  shall  fly 
From  its  firm  base 
As  soon  as  I.” 

I  well  remember  when  in  his  official  capacity  he 
presided  at  the  laying  of  the  corner-stone  of  this  Tem¬ 
ple,  Brother  Cuxningtox  with  his  well-disciplined 
choir  of  a  hundred  or  more  voices  sang  that  grand  old 
hymn, — 

“  Jerusalem  the  golden  ! 

With  milk  and  honey  blest; 

Beneath  thy  contemplation 

Sink  heart  and  voice  opprest.” 

Gavel  in  hand,  keeping  time  with  the  choristers  in  the 
enthusiasm  of  the  occasion,  his  voice  joined  in  the 
exultant  song  that  led  the  thoughts  to  that  better 
land  beyond,  and  to  the  temple  not  made  with  hands, 
eternal  in  the  heavens.  Shall  we  lament  his  departure  ? 
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Shall  we  mourn  his  absence  from  our  meetings?  Shall 
we  grieve  that  here  below  we  see  him  no  more?  Yes, 
all  this  we  may.  It  would  be  surpassingly  strange  if 
we  did  not.  The  manliness  of  the  man,  the  noble  mien, 
the  erect  frame,  the  steady  and  measured  tread,  the 
cordial  greeting  and  social  bearing,  the  overflowing 
impetuosity  of  language,  the  genial  exuberance  of  a 
steadfast  friendship,  all  this  and  more  we  miss ;  but 
“  Jerusalem  the  golden!”  of  which  he  sung  is  a  fact; 
in  the  future,  it  is  true,  and  yet  a  fact,  and  thitherward 
may  we  all  wend  our  way  and  meet  him  there.  A 
sweeter  song  we  cannot  sing;  a  more  blissful  end  we 
cannot  experience.  Others  have  referred  to  his  char¬ 
acter  as  a  Mason.  This  small  tribute  of  my  estimation 
of  him  as  a  man  I  pay  with  a  full  heart  and  a  grateful 
acknowledgment  of  those  undying  virtues  which  go  to 
make  up  a  manhood  distinguished  as  well  for  its  ster¬ 
ling  qualities  as  for  its  practical  bearing  upon  those 
with  whom  he  was  associated. 

The  following  communication  from  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Maryland  was  read : 

Grand  Lodge  A.  F.  and  A.  Masons  of  Maryland. 

Baltimore,  May  14,  1895. 

The  Grand  Lodge  A.  F.  and  A.  M.  of  Maryland 
proffers  to  the  Grand  Lodge  F.  and  A.  M.  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  fraternal  condolence  upon  the  demise  of  Fight 
Worshipful  Past  Grand  Master  Richard  Vaux. 


22 


* 


In  ripe  learning,  long  and  faithful  service,  broad 
and  catholic  views,  amiable  and  loving  regard  for  his 
fellows,  and  in  all  that  goes  to  make  up  the  good  man 
and  true  Mason,  our  Brother  was  fairly  entitled  to  rank 
as  the  “  first  Mason  of  the  Republic.” 

The  record  of  his  long  and  well-spent  life  constitutes 
an  object  lesson  worthy  of  the  admiration  and  emula¬ 
tion  of  the  Craft  wheresoever  dispersed.  It  is  ordered 
that  a  copy  of  this  minute  be  transmitted  to  the  Right 
Worshipful  Grand  Master  of  Pennsylvania,  and  that 
a  page  be  inscribed  in  the  Proceedings  of  this  Com¬ 
munication  in  affectionate  remembrance  of  our  deceased 
.#■ 

Brother. 


JACOB  H.  MEDAIRY, 

Grand  Secretary. 


